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The purpose of this book is to present a research perspective which treats singu-
larities as an important component of society and social theory. Issues concerning
social singularities called in many different ways, among others: exceptions, pe-
culiarities, particularities, oddities, uniqueness, strangeness, anomalies, enclaves
of alternative order, were discussed as a part of one a systematic approach. The
author proposes a set of assumptions which outline the foundations of such a the-
oretical orientation which treats the singularities as basic components of social
theory; builds up a homogeneous notional model; collects theorems. They turn
out into an outline of the theory of social singularities.
The category of social singularities expands considerably explanatory potential of
a sociological theory, concerning social changes in particular. Radical and quick
changes, sometimes called “transformation”, largely remain outside the scope of
applicability of classical sociological theories which—by their nature—focus on
the typical aspects of durability of society and diminish the importance of unusual
disturbances or anomalies that come to the fore in transforming societies. Some
of social anomalies may decisively contribute to unexpected social changes. So
getting to the heart of the matter of the startling changes requires appeal to
theories tailored to such processes—untypical, non-standard, partial, violating
current regularities.
The author devotes much attention to social changes in Poland in 1976—2007.
He describes them using a conceptual model which is an integral part of the
theory of social singularities. Referring to the theory of social singularities, he
also attempts to explain (or as preferred interpret) the processes that make up
the transformation of Polish society. He also takes into account the typical de-
terminants of social changes—as speaking about singularities makes sense if we
include them in the context of common processes and typical social relationships.
The problem which is connected with the transformation of the social system was
formulated in the book in the following way: To which extent the transformation
process has been influenced by typical social resources and to which extent they
have resulted from peculiar factors?
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Social changes occurring in the last thirty years in Poland have been of radical
and spontaneous nature. Firstly, they are so profound that even they reach the
nature of the regularities themselves. Not only the social reality changes but also
vital rules according to which the changes have occurred so far altered too. Sec-
ondly, they are marked by an exceptional spontaneity. They contravene original
objectives of those who initiated those changes and bring reverse effects. And
most of all, they are surprising and sprinkled with unexpected turns. Radicalism
and spontaneity are expressive features of the great transformation in Poland.
The author shows that the odd social resources which are embedded in the social
system are main source of radicalism and spontaneity of social changes. Indi-
viduals and communities draw on those singular social sources and create new
social reality. The author treats the above observation as the basic hypothesis
which allows to explain the transformation in Poland.

To order: Wydawnictwo Naukowe Scholar; www.scholar.com.pl;
e-mail: info@scholar.com.pl
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INTRODUCTION: THE TERMINOLOGICAL AND THEORETICAL ASPECTS OF MODERNIZATION

PART ONE: MODERNIZATION—A MULTIDIMENSIONAL PROCESS
Marcin Kula—Is Modernization a Challenge? A quick look at the history of Poland
Andrzej Lubbe—Transformation, modernization, or simply normalization? Different Polish economic

models post-1989
Witold Morawski—Prometheus bound? Institutional analysis of Polish modernization

PART TWO: THE ECONOMIC DIMENSION
Juliusz Gardawski—Private entrepreneurship in the Third Republic of Poland
Jacek Kochanowicz—Poland in the era of modern economic growth
Tadeusz Kowalik—The economic policy of the failed social democratic option
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PART THREE: THE POLITICAL DIMENSION
Tomasz G. Grosse—Europeanization
Antoni Z. Kamiński—The lost constitutional moment in post-communist Poland: the impact on the quality

of governance twenty years later
Bogdan Mach—The individual as the subject and object of social transformation
Stanisław Mazur and Jerzy Hausner—The administrative apparatus of the state as an agent of change
Włodzimierz Pańkow—Polish workers and the “Polish cause”
Andrzej Rychard—The institutional system of communism: how it worked, changed and fell

PART FOUR: THE SOCIAL DIMENSION
Piotr Chmielewski and Darek Niklas—A hidden dimension of transformation: dilemmas concerning care

for the elderly
Grzegorz Gorzelak and Bohdan Jałowiecki—Local and regional forces
Janusz Mariański—Churches, parishes and priests in Poland and late modernity
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Krzysztof Zagórski—Living conditions and psychological well-being in the times of social modernization
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